
FOAMGLAS® insulation - Solid like the Rock

Named after the soaring white sails that crown its roof tops, Sails in the Desert Hotel 
at Voyages Ayers Rock, located in the central Australian outback, is part of a world-
class resort surrounded by the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, in Australia’s Northern 
Territory. With a focus on Aboriginal heritage and culture, guests and visitors experience 
the beauty of the living cultural landscape and significant regional artworks featured 
throughout the public areas and in private rooms. 

With a desert climate that has average temperatures ranging from 19° C (66° F) in 
winter to 40° C (104° F) in summer, effective and efficient heating and cooling for the 
five hotels and multiple resort structures is a major task for the facility management 
engineers at the Voyages Ayres Rock Resort. 

In 1989, FOAMGLAS® insulation, by Pittsburgh Corning, was installed on several hot 
water, steam and chilled water pipe systems throughout the facility. FOAMGLAS® 
insulation was specified for its compressive strength, long-term thermal performance 
and resistance to water. Just recently, FOAMGLAS® insulation was once 
again chosen for additional hot water, steam 
and chilled water applications on new 
and existing systems. Pre-insulated pipe 
was originally specified to be used for 
project construction, but after careful 
evaluation, a decision was made to 
use FOAMGLAS® insulation. This 
decision was based on the outstanding 
performance of FOAMGLAS® insulation 
that was used over 20 years prior and is 
still holding the same thermal value 
as the day it was installed.
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In total, over 20,000 linear meters of FOAMGLAS® insulation is currently 
being used at the Voyages Ayers Rock Resort. In addition to the outstanding 
long-term thermal performance and compressive strength qualities, several 
environmental concerns and regulations also played a role in the decision 
to use FOAMGLAS® insulation. Voyage Ayers Rock Resort is located on the 
Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park and strict regulations had to be met in order 
to move forward with any new construction. Because FOAMGLAS® insulation 
is made from sand and is 100% natural and inorganic, it is the ideal choice 
for environmentally sensitive areas. FOAMGLAS® insulation contains no toxic 
chemicals or blowing agents and poses no environmental risks.

FOAMGLAS® insulation used at Ayers Rock Resort was supplied and fabricated 
by Bellis Australia Pty. Ltd., an Australian owned company supplying thermal 
insulation for industry. FOAMGLAS® insulation was installed by Bellis’ 
associated company CSA Pty. Ltd., a major insulation contractor installing a 
complete range of mechanical insulation materials. Backfill damage and water 
ingress were primary concerns with the new pipe being installed at Ayers Rock. 
To help prevent any damage, the direct burial FOAMGLAS® insulation used 
on the pipe was wrapped using Pittsburgh Corning PITTWRAP® jacketing for 
superior strength and protection.

“FOAMGLAS® insulation has exceeded our requirements on all aspects” stated 
Mr. Doug Paterson, Resort Manager, Sails in the Desert Hotel - Voyages Ayers 
Rock Resort. Mr. Paterson has expressed his satisfaction with FOAMGLAS® 
insulation based on the results he has experienced over the past 20 years. 
According to Patterson, “We have been without any troubles since other pipe 
insulation was removed – and replaced with FOAMGLAS® insulation.”

Pittsburgh Corning FOAMGLAS® insulation has delivered proven solutions on 
chilled water, hot water and steam applications for decades. Voyages Ayers 
Rock Resort is just one of many examples where FOAMGLAS® insulation 
has provided the highest level of sustainable performance in a variety of 
applications and climate conditions. From cryogenic cold to high temperature 
steam, FOAMGLAS® insulation is the proven choice for chilled water, hot water 
and steam applications for the Voyages Ayers Rock Resort facilities.
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